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PREFACE.

I ———

Chitradurga was a small prineipality before the
Battle of Talikota w.e. 1565 A. (0. Under a system of
palayaputs or military vassalage organised by the Em-
perors that preceded the Vijayanagar Empire, a number
ot petty states had come mto existence, and Chitra-
durga was onc of such states cstablished during the
declining days of that Iimpire.  Maththi Timmanna
Nayaka was the origmmal founder of that State, who
practically earned the kingdom through his own person-
al valour though a nommal distinction of the Nayak of
Chitradurga was conferred on him by the titular Suze-
rains. Subsequently, Vobanna Nayaka the second chief
of the line, severed his connection with the Vijayanagar
Sovercigns and declared his independence.

Two lies of kings vez Maththi dynasty and Bila-
chode dynasty ruled together for 211 years over a pretty
large area comprising the present District of Chitra-
durga together with some outlying tracts. These
princes were invariably valorous in battle, mereiful and
vencrous to their enemies, wise and discreet in their
admimstration, far-sighted in their policy, thoroughly
religious and orthodox in their belief, and hberal to a
fault. These powerful chieftains had some French
Engineers in their service and built very strong fort-
resses and other works of public utility as the standing
monuinents of their glory. Had these Palayagars
routed Hyder’s army and become victorious, what
change there would have been in the history of South-
ern India, it is difficult to tell.

The important part played by these Palayagar
vassals in the southern part of the Peninsula fills up
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a large portion of the history of our southern Hindus-
tan. The all absorbing conquests of Hyder Ali des-
troyed every vestige of these useful little states. Fully
conscious though I am of my own inability to write the
histories of these several states, I have yet made a hum-
ble attempt in this direction and the History of Chitra-
durg is intended to be the first of the series as this
Principality is the first and about the best among these
states otherwise called Palayaputs.

In the course of my inquiry regarding the Palaya-
gars of this State, I came by the following materials:—

I. A copy of a manuscript on palmyra leaves
kindly lent by Chinnadamane Ramanna, Sanbogue of
the Sultanipur Firka of the present Taluk of Chitra-
durg. By virtue of the pecuharly infiuential position
held by the ancestors of this person, they may be pre-
sumed to have made an weenrate record of the events
as they occurred.

II. Another manuscript copy on paper kindly
furnished to me by Basappa Nayak an aged descendant
of the great Palayagars. This copy contains a large
number of minor incidents which have the form of
mere brief notes and without which the work would be
dry and uninteresting. lu sowme places such as the re-
bellion of the army and the consequent revolution on
two occasions and the wars with Nawab Hyder Ali, the
account is fuller.

III. Another copy of a manuscript giving the
history of the reign of Madakari Nayak the last.

IV. The Mysore Gazetteer and other records.

My history is based on these important records
written by contemporary historians connected with the
Palace of Chitradurg, who there is every reason to be-
lieve, might have lived at the time of the fall of Chi-
tradurg, and on some Inscriptions published by the
Mysore Government, and also on some local traditions
in support of which there are certain tangible evidences

at the place.



3

In comparing these manuscripts, I experienced
some difficulty which I had to wade through with
the assistance of Mr. Girimaji Rao, Inspcctor of
Vaccination in the Mysore District, to whom my
thanks are due. I have further to thank the members
of the Mysore University Publication DBoard for
pointing out some inadvertent errors of omission and
commission in my unrevised manuscripts writtten
carclessly as a hterary recreation. Besides T shall be
entircly wanting 10 my duty if I fail to mention
here.uy thanks to Rajakaryaprasakta, Rao Bahadur
M. Shamna Rao Esq., M.A. who encouraged me to give
a readable shape to thc unhewn materials lying with
me tor a long time.

In mentiomng the dates, I have followed the Saka
years as well as the names of the Hindu Samvath years
as found in the original source materials. Hxtracts
frow songs or ballads in praisc of Bharmappa Nayaka’s
conqgunests are also inserted. A chronological st with
the corresponding Samvab years and years of the
Christian era, a list of kings with dates, a geneological
trec and a glossary of peculiar terms with their mcean-
ings as used m the book, are also given.  No scparate
map 18 mserted as the map of Mysore or of the Chitra-
durg District will serve the purpose. Prompted by a
sense of respect to the departed worthies who played
important parts in the history of the country, I have
inserted a few names perhaps too many. Names such
as MBRY, PRRT,, Be3y0dy, Fo8ING, ete., which are
not generally found now-a-days, are given as mere
curiosities to be noted by students of history as to how
even names of persons change with the change of the
times.

Basavanagudi, Bangalore City. l

October 29, 1924. M. S. PUTTANNA.
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